TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

State of California - Department of Transportation

Pine Grove State Route 33 Improvements Project
Project Fact Sheet

Project Description

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), in cooperation with the Amador County Transportation
Commission (ACTC), proposes to modify State Route 88 (SR 88) through the Town of Pine Grove in order to
alleviate congestion, improve operations and enhance safety between the intersections at Climax Road and Mount
Zion Road. State Route 88 is a principal arterial connecting the San Joaquin Valley with the State of Nevada. SR 88
is part of the National Highway System (NHS), which passes through Pine Grove and serves as the main street to
this established foothill community. Increasing traffic volumes on SR 88 have created a need to address the issue of

traffic congestion in Pine Grove.

SR 88 through Pine Grove is a two-lane facility with a third lane, or turn pockets, to facilitate left turn movements.
Current and projected traffic volumes exceed those deemed by Caltrans and the ACTC to be acceptable traffic
capacity service levels for this type of facility. Local residents are also concerned that current traffic is causing

significant congestion.

Project components currently being studied include widening SR 88 through the Pine Grove and/or the construction
of either a southerly or northerly two-lane bypass route.
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Purpose and Need

The purpose of this project is to improve operations on State Route 88 (SR 88) through Pine Grove. Development,
both residential and commercial, has added a commuter dimension to the Pine Grove traffic movement. Commuters
from Pine Grove are commuting to employment centers in Jackson and beyond. SR 88 is a Terminal-Access Route
on the California Truck Network, increasing the requirement to accommodate large semi-trucks. The capacity of SR
88 is constrained by factors that regularly limit rural roadways in the Sierra Nevada, including grade and available
passing site distance. This segment is currently experiencing congestion due to increasing traffic volumes on Climax
Road, Ridge Road, and Volcano Road. Due to these factors, there is a need to improve traffic circulation in the Pine
Grove area.

Level of Service (LOS):

The proposed project is required to address existing and projected traffic congestion in Pine Grove. Existing travel
volumes currently result in LOS E at peak periods. Projected increases in traffic volumes will result in an LOS F at
peak periods. Caltrans target figure is LOS C in rural areas and LOS D in urban areas (i.e., downtown Pine Grove).
Both the existing LOS E and projected LOS F are unacceptable.

Circulation Issues:

Pine Grove has been identified as a “bottleneck” for traffic using SR 88. The resulting congestion concerns both local
and regional traffic. The limits of the current project include SR 88 from the intersection with Climax Road to the
intersection with Mount Zion Road. Related issues, such as traffic flow on Ridge Road and Climax Road, will affect
this project and will need to be examined. Commercial and residential access encroachments throughout the corridor
have also been identified as an operational challenge to be addressed within this project. Access to the downtown
area of Pine Grove is constricted, causing operational concerns for local as well as regional traffic traveling to
destinations outside of the Pine Grove area.

Future Conditions:
The volume of traffic using SR 88 will continue to grow, and congestion will become increasingly severe. There is no
existing viable alternative route for most of the traffic using SR 88, and no existing bypass for Pine Grove.

SR 88, within the project limits, has experienced increased demand to accommodate additional commuter traffic and
large semi-trucks. SR 88 currently carries approximately 19, 600 vehicles per day with about 2,000 vehicles during
the peak hour. This is expected to increase to 36,400 vehicles per day (3,600 vehicles during the peak hour) by the
year 2028.

What'’s Happening Now?

Caltrans has prepared a Project Study Report (PSR), the Pine Grove Highway 88 Corridor Preliminary Alternatives
Analysis, for this project. This report, based on previous public outreach, examined various alternatives to determine
the basic needs and preferences of the Pine Grove Community. The next phase of the project will be the preparation
of the Project Approval and Environmental Document (PA&ED). During this phase of the project development,
alternatives identified within the PSR and subsequent Preliminary Alternatives Analysis will be further studied under
CEQA/NEPA requirements. A preferred alternative will be identified and carried through to at least a 30% design
level which will be necessary to accurately determine the environmental impacts and mitigation measures required
and to accurately determine the costs of the future phases of the project, including right of way acquisition and
construction costs.

While ACTC is the “implementing agency” responsible for directly managing this project, Caltrans is the “lead
agency” under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). As such, Caltrans will be responsible for overseeing
the preparation of, and approving the environmental document as described above. In addition, responsibility for
environmental review, consultation, and any other action required in accordance the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA,) for this project will be carried out by Caltrans under its delegated authority from the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA).



How is this Project being Funded?

This project is being funded through a combination of the following sources: High Priority Projects (HPP), Public
Lands Highways Discretionary Program, and State Transportation Improvements Program (STIP). The total cost for
this project shall not exceed $40 million.

When is Construction Planned?
Construction of this project is currently anticipated to be completed by 2024.

Who do | contact with questions?

For General Project Information, please contact:
Neil Peacock, Associate Transportation Planner/Program Manager
Phone: (209) 267-2282  Email: neil@actc-amador.org

Grace Magsayo, Project Manager
Phone: (209) 948-7976  Email: grace_magsayo@dot.ca.gov

To submit comments to be included in the public record, please contact:
Gail Miller, Acting Office Chief
Phone: (559) 243-8274  Email: gail_miller@dot.ca.gov



